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INTRODUCTION 

In today's rapidly evolving digital age, libraries and information centres are faced with the formidable task of 

modernizing their cataloguing and classification systems to meet the growing demands of users and ensure the efficient 

organization and retrieval of information resources. Koha, an open-source integrated library system (ILS), has emerged 

as a powerful tool for libraries seeking to revolutionize their management processes. This case study explores the 

transformative journey of a fictional library, the "New Horizon Library," as it adopts Koha for cataloguing and 

classification, shedding light on the benefits, challenges, and lessons learned. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

1. Cost-Effective Alternative: 

One of the recurring themes in the literature is Koha's appeal as a cost-effective alternative to proprietary ILS systems. 

Breeding (2010) highlights in "Open Source Integrated Library Systems: An Overview" that Koha's open-source nature 

eliminates licensing costs, making it a budget-friendly option for libraries, especially those with limited resources. 

2. Efficiency in Cataloguing and Classification: 

Efficiency gains in cataloguing and classification processes are a common finding in the literature. Saline and Shear 

(2016) emphasize in "Implementation of Koha Integrated Library Management Software in Academic Libraries" that 

Koha streamlines these core functions through automated workflows and robust metadata management, reducing 

manual labour and errors. 

3. Improved User Experience: 

Studies such as "User Satisfaction with Koha Integrated Library System: A Survey of Libraries in Pakistan" by Shah 

and Ashraf (2019) suggest that libraries adopting Koha report increased user satisfaction. Koha's user-friendly 

interface, advanced search features, and enhanced accessibility contribute to a positive user experience. 

4. Data Migration Challenges: 

Several case studies, including "Migration to Koha in Academic Libraries of Himachal Pradesh: A Case Study" by 

Varma and Thakur (2019), discuss the challenges libraries face during data migration when transitioning to Koha. 

These challenges include data formatting, data cleaning, and data validation issues. 

5. Staff Training and Adaptation: 

The importance of effective staff training is a common thread in the literature. In "Koha in Academic Libraries of North 

Karnataka: A Case Study," Kadar and shaker (2018) stress the need for continuous training to ensure library staff are 

proficient in using Koha for cataloguing and classification. 

6. Community Support and Collaboration: 

The active Koha user community is highlighted as a valuable resource. Rajendran and Sridhar (2014) emphasize in 

"Koha Open Source Library Management System: A Case Study of Integrated South Asian Law Library" how Koha 

user groups and online forums facilitate collaboration and knowledge sharing among libraries. 

7. Customization for Specific Needs: 

The literature underscores that libraries can customize Koha to meet their specific requirements. In "Implementing 

Koha Integrated Library System in Special Libraries: A Case Study," Rajashekhar and Kumar (2017) discuss how 

special libraries have successfully tailored Koha to their unique collections and workflows. 
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APPLICATION OF INTERNET RESOURCE TOOL TO CATALOGUING AND CLASSIFICATION IN THE 

UNIVERSITY OF LIBRARY 

The application of internet resource tools to cataloguing and classification in a university library can greatly enhance 

the efficiency and accessibility of library materials for both library staff and patrons. Here are some ways in which 

internet resource tools can be applied: 

Online Catalo’s and Databases: University libraries can use internet-based cataloguing systems and databases to 

organize and classify their collections. Modern library management systems, like Koha, Alma, or Ex Libras, offer 

online catalogues that can be accessed from anywhere, allowing users to search for and access resources remotely. 

Digital Asset Management: Internet resource tools can help manage digital collections, including e-books, e-journals, 

and multimedia materials. Libraries can use digital asset management systems to catalogue and classify these resources, 

making them easily discoverable and accessible online. 

Metadata Creation and Enrichment: Internet tools can assist in metadata creation and enrichment processes. 

Libraries can use tools like Marc Edit, Open Refine, or even crowd-sourced platforms to improve the quality of 

metadata associated with their resources, making it easier for users to find relevant materials. 

Linked Data and Semantic Web: Libraries can embrace linked data principles and the semantic web to connect their 

cataloguing and classification data to external resources and vocabularies. This enables more comprehensive and 

interconnected discovery of information. 

Web 2.0 Features: Libraries can integrate Web 2.0 features into their catalogues, allowing users to rate, review, and 

tag items. Social tagging and user-generated content can enhance the classification and discovery of resources. 

Federated Search: Internet resource tools can enable federated search capabilities, allowing users to simultaneously 

search multiple library catalogues and databases. This simplifies the discovery process and provides a broader range of 

resources. 

Mobile Catalos Access: University libraries can develop mobile apps or responsive websites that allow users to access 

the catalogue and classification data from their smartphones or tablets. Mobile access enhances the user experience and 

makes it convenient for students and faculty to find resources on the go. 

Integration with Learning Management Systems: Internet resource tools can be integrated with the university's learning 

management system (LMS). This integration can provide seamless access to library resources directly from the LMS, 

making it easier for students to access course materials and conduct research. 

Data Analytics and Reporting: Internet-based cataloguing systems often come with data analytics and reporting 

features. Libraries can use these tools to gain insights into resource usage, patron behaviour, and collection 

development, helping them make informed decisions. 

Resource Sharing and Interlibrary Loan: Internet tools can facilitate resource sharing and interlibrary loan services. 

Libraries can use integrated systems to request and share resources with other libraries, expanding the range of 

available materials for users. 

In conclusion, the application of internet resource tools to cataloguing and classification in a university library can 

transform traditional library operations, making resources more accessible, discoverable, and adaptable to the evolving 

needs of the academic community. Embracing these tools is essential for ensuring that the library remains a vital and 

valuable resource for students, faculty, and researchers. 

ONLINE AND COPY CATALOGUING AFTER KOHA SOFTWARE INSTALLATION AND TRAINING:  

Online and copy cataloguing are essential processes in library management, and they play a crucial role in keeping your 

library's collection organized and accessible to users. After installing and training staff on Koha, an open-source 

integrated library system (ILS), you can proceed with online and copy cataloguing using the software. Here are the 

general steps for both processes: 

1. Online Cataloguing: 

Online cataloguing involves searching for bibliographic records in external databases and importing them into your 

Koha system. This is useful for adding new items to your collection or updating existing records. 

a. Log in to Koha: 

Access your Koha ILS using the login credentials provided during installation. 
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b. Access Cataloguing Module: 

Once logged in, navigate to the cataloguing module, which may be labelled as "Cataloguing" or something similar. 

c. Search for Bibliographic Records: 

Use the search functionality to look for bibliographic records in external databases like Library of Congress (LC), 

World Cat, or other relevant sources. Koha typically supports Z39.50 and SRU/W searching protocols for this purpose. 

d. Import Records: 

Select the records you want to import and use Koha's import function to bring them into your catalogue. Ensure that the 

imported records are accurate and match the items in your collection. 

e. Edit Records (if necessary): 

Review and edit imported records to ensure they meet your library's standards. Correct any errors or inconsistencies. 

f. Add Items to Holdings: 

After importing or editing records, add items (physical copies or electronic resources) to the holdings associated with 

those records. 

g. Save and Index Records: 

Save the catalogued records and make sure they are indexed so that they are searchable in your library's online 

catalogue. 

2. Copy Cataloguing: 

Copy cataloguing is the process of using existing bibliographic records from other libraries or cataloguing agencies to 

create records for items in your collection that match those already catalogued elsewhere. 

a. Search for Existing Records: 

Within the Koha cataloguing module, search for existing bibliographic records in your database or, if applicable, in 

union catalogues like OCLC World Cat. 

b. Select Matching Records: 

Identify the records that best match the item you want to catalogue in your collection. 

c. Import and Modify: 

Import the selected record and make any necessary modifications to ensure it accurately represents your item. This may 

include adding local information, such as call numbers or location codes. 

d. Add Items to Holdings: 

Like in online cataloguing, associate physical or electronic items with the catalogued record. 

e. Save and Index Records: 

Save and index the records to make them accessible in your online catalogue. 

f. Review and Quality Control: 

Ensure the catalogued records adhere to your library's standards and guidelines for cataloguing. 

Remember to train your library staff on these processes and establish cataloguing policies and guidelines to maintain 

consistency and accuracy in your catalogue. Koha has extensive documentation and user communities to help you with 

specific details and troubleshooting during the online and copy cataloguing processes 

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY ONLINE CATALOGUING AND THEIR SUCCESSES: 

Online cataloguing in a university library involves the process of creating and maintaining an electronic database of 

library materials to make them easily searchable and accessible to library users. Success in online cataloguing for 

university libraries is often measured by the efficiency, accuracy, and usability of the catalogue. Here are some key 

elements and successes related to online cataloguing in university libraries: 
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1. Comprehensive and Current Catalos: 

Success in online cataloguing means maintaining an up-to-date catalogue that includes all library materials, both 

physical and digital, such as books, journals, e-books, e-journals, multimedia items, and other resources. 

2. Efficient Search and Retrieval: 

A successful online catalogue offers a user-friendly interface with robust search capabilities. Users should be able to 

quickly locate resources using various search criteria, such as title, author, subject, keywords, or ISBN/ISSN. 

3. Accurate and Consistent Cataloguing: 

Success involves accurate and consistent cataloguing practices, following international standards like MARC 

(Machine-Readable Cataloguing) and AACR2 (Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules). This ensures that catalogue 

records are of high quality and adhere to established bibliographic standards. 

4. Integration of Digital Resources: 

University libraries have increasingly digitalized their collections. Success in online cataloguing includes seamlessly 

integrating digital resources into the catalogue, making them discoverable alongside physical items. 

5. Enhanced Metadata and Enriched Records: 

Successful online cataloguing may involve enriching catalogue records with additional metadata, such as cover images, 

tables of contents, and summaries. This enhances the user experience and helps users assess the relevance of resources. 

6. Interoperability and Integration: 

A successful online catalogue can integrate with other library systems and services, such as interlibrary loan, e-resource 

management, and course management systems. This integration streamlines library operations and enhances user 

services. 

7. User Engagement and Feedback: 

Success is also measured by user engagement. University libraries that actively seek and incorporate user feedback to 

improve the catalo’s functionality and usability often achieve higher levels of satisfaction and success. 

8. Training and Professional Development: 

Cataloguing staff should receive ongoing training and professional development to keep up with evolving cataloguing 

standards and technologies. This contributes to the success of maintaining a high-quality catalogue. 

9. Access to Remote Resources: 

Success in online cataloguing includes providing access to remote resources, which is crucial for distance learners and 

off-campus users. Implementing secure authentication methods for remote access is essential. 

10. Analytics and Assessment: - University libraries use analytics to assess the usage and effectiveness of their online 

catalogues. Tracking metrics such as search queries, item views, and circulation statistics can help identify areas for 

improvement. 

11. Continuous Improvement: - A successful university library continually seeks ways to improve its online 

catalogue. This includes staying updated with new cataloguing standards, emerging technologies, and user needs. 

12. User Education: - Providing user education and guidance on how to effectively use the online catalogue can 

contribute to its success. This includes offering workshops, tutorials, and user support. 

Success in online cataloguing ultimately results in improved access to information, increased user satisfaction, and 

enhanced library services in a university setting. It is an ongoing process that requires dedication to maintaining the 

catalo’s quality and responsiveness to the evolving needs of the academic community. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Using Koha, an open-source integrated library system (ILS), for cataloguing and classification can offer several 

advantages to libraries. Here is a conclusion and some recommendations based on its use: 
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Conclusion: 

Cost-Effective Solution: Koha is open-source software, which means it's free to use and doesn't require expensive 

licensing fees. This makes it an attractive option for libraries with limited budgets. 

Customization: Koha is highly customizable, allowing libraries to tailor the system to their specific needs. This 

flexibility is valuable for libraries with unique cataloguing and classification requirements. 

Community Support: Koha has a strong and active user community that provides ongoing support, updates, and 

enhancements. Libraries can tap into this community for help and guidance. 

Web-Based Access: Koha provides web-based access to the cataloguing and classification modules, making it 

convenient for library staff to work from anywhere with an internet connection. 

Integration: Koha can integrate with other library systems and services, facilitating seamless workflows and improving 

efficiency. 

Compliance with Standards: Koha supports international cataloguing and classification standards like MARC21, 

making it suitable for libraries adhering to these standards. 

User-Friendly Interface: Koha offers a user-friendly interface for cataloguers, making it easier to create and manage 

bibliographic records. 

Recommendations: 

Training: Proper training for library staff is crucial when implementing Koha for cataloguing and classification. Ensure 

that staff members are proficient in using the system to maximize its benefits. 

Data Quality: Emphasize the importance of data quality. Accurate and consistent cataloguing and classification 

practices are essential to ensure that users can find and access resources efficiently. 

Customization: Take advantage of Koha's customization capabilities to tailor the system to your library's unique needs. 

This may involve configuring classification schemes, authority files, and templates. 

Regular Updates: Stay current with Koha updates and releases. Regularly updating the software will provide access to 

new features, bug fixes, and security enhancements. 

Community Engagement: Encourage library staff to participate in the Koha user community. This can be a valuable 

resource for troubleshooting issues and sharing best practices. 

Integration Planning: Plan for integration with other library systems, such as circulation and interlibrary loan modules, 

to streamline library operations. 

User Education: Offer user education and support to library patrons to help them effectively use the catalogue to search 

for and access resources. 

Backup and Security: Implement robust data backup and security measures to protect cataloguing and classification 

data from loss or unauthorized access. 

Assessment: Regularly assess the effectiveness of your cataloguing and classification processes using metrics and user 

feedback. Use this information to make continuous improvements. 

Documentation: Create and maintain documentation specific to your library's Koha setup. This documentation can be 

invaluable for training, troubleshooting, and on boarding new staff. 

Implementing Koha for cataloguing and classification can be a beneficial choice for libraries seeking a cost-effective, 

customizable, and community-supported solution. With the right training, customization, and attention to data quality, 

Koha can significantly enhance library cataloguing and classification processes. 
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